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Whisky #1   AUCHROISK Single Malt / 9-Year / 46% ABV / NCF / IB: Gordon & MacPhail (Connoisseurs Choice) / 
Dist Owner: Diageo Scotland Ltd. (Diageo plc) / Speyside (Central) 

OFFICIAL TASTING NOTES: Cask: HH (Refill) - 
Style: Aromatic Speysider - Eye:  Pale Gold; Light 
to medium.  Without Water - NOSE: Sweet with 
delicate coconut, ripe banana, and pear aromas. 
Damp hay combines with toasted malt and apple 
notes. PALATE: Smooth yet spicy initially; ripe 
mango, banana, and cocoa powder flavors are 
complemented by hints of oak. 
With Water - NOSE: Milk chocolate notes rise to 
the forefront followed by rich vanilla and tropical 
fruit aromas. A hint of fresh lime develops. 
PALATE: Sweet and mouth tingling. Apricot, 
mango, and ripe banana flavors are 
complemented by a chocolate edge.
FINISH:  Long and slightly drying with lasting 
chocolate notes - add water with caution.

Auchroisk Distillery 
Mulben, Keith, Moray AB55 6XS (many sites incorrectly list it as AB55 3XS)
SCOTLAND 

Pronunciation:  ‘ath-RUSK’ or ‘OH-thrusk’   -   SWA Map Whisky Map Location:  #49
Translation:  ‘Shallow ford across the red stream’ (Gaelic), referring to the nearby Mulben Burn
Slogan:   “Exceptionally smooth, a taste which is unique.”
Region (District):   Speyside (Central) 
Neighbors:   Strathisla, Strathmill, Glentauchers & Glen Keith
Established:   1972 (Operational in 1974)   -   Status:   Active/Producing
Founder:   IDV Group (Justerini & Brooks and W.A. Gilbey) to produce J&B and blends.
Distinction: In 1986, Auchroisk was marketed as “The Singleton”, a 10-year-old single malt for the Asian markets.  
Location:   Located on the banks of the River Spey near the village of Mulben.  
House Style:  Its heavy character is produced by rapid mashing, quick fermentation and, in the wash stills, a rapid 
boiling regime which almost cooks the solids and allows controlled carryover of some solids. This almost singled 
character (shared with Blair Athol) is most obvious at new make but recedes with maturation, being replaced by a 
balanced honeyed cereal sweetness.
Water Source:   Dorie’s Well (process) & Mulben Burn (cooling).  Dorie’s Well water noted for quality and clarity.  
Gristmill:   1 Bühler Miag Malt Mill
Barley:   Optic, Oxbridge and Forensic malt   -   Malt Spec (Phenols):   0-ppm (Unpeated)
Mashing Equipment:   1 s/s semi-Lauter tun @ 51,000L of wort; (11.2-ton)
Washbacks:   8 s/s washbacks @ 36,000L capacity   -   Yeast:   Pressed distillers yeast
Fermentation:   53-hours used for nutty-and-spicy style new make. 75-80 hours for green-and-grassy.
8 Pot Stills:  4 Wash @ 23,940L (charged @ 13,500L); 4 Spirit @ 16,760L (charged @ 9,000L); tall and high-necked.
Casks:   Mainly Sherry (refill); some Bourbon (refill)
Warehouse:   10 huge racked WHs (250,000 cask capacity); In 2013, application was made to build 4 even larger 
WHs with the capacity for another 250,000 casks.
Vatting:   The distillery is used as a hub for vatting Auchroisk with the highland whiskies (i.e., the ‘malt part’) used 
in J&B then shipped off to a centralized facility (Blackgrange, Alloa or Cluny, Fife) for marrying and bottling.
Bottling:   The malt part is tankered-off to Diageo’s Blending Centre near Glasgow where they meet up with the 
Lowland, Islay, Campbeltown and grain whiskies of different ages that comprise the final blend of over 40 
whiskies. The vatted whisky is then re-racked into casks for a period of marrying before going on to be bottled.  
Few blends are ‘double-married’ in that manner due to the extra labor costs and opportunity time expense.
Capacity:   5.9-Mlpa per year   -   Current Output:   5.8-Mlpa (2019)
Tours & Visitor Center:  No, it’s situated in an industrial complex and, therefore, is not open to the public.
OBs:   None currently; In 2000, Singleton of Auchroisk was discontinued and Auchroisk 10-Year-Old Flora & Fauna 
was launched in 2001.  The 10-yr Flora & Fauna is released periodically with droughts in between such releases.
Blending Role:   10% Single Malt, 90% Blends   -   Blend Partners:   J&B (90%) and some Johnnie Walker (10%).  
Parent-Owned Distilleries (28): Auchroisk, Benrinnes, Blair Athol, Caol Ila, Cardhu, Clynelish, Cragganmore, Dailu-
aine, Dalwhinnie, Dufftown, Glen Elgin, Glen Ord, Glen Spey, Glendullan, Glenkinchie, Glenlossie, Inchgower, Knoc-
kando, Lagavulin, Linkwood, Lochnagar, Mannochmore, Mortlach, Oban, Roseisle, Strathmill, Talisker,  Teaninich  
Parent-Owned Blends (Partial):  Bell’s, Black & White, Buchanan’s, Bulloch Lade, Chequers, Dimple (Pinch), Haig, 
J&B, Johnnie Walker, McCallum’s, Old Parr, Sanderson’s, Spey Royal, VAT 69, White Horse, and Windsor Premier. 
Sister Distillery:   Inchgower Distillery
Notations:   (1) Auchroisk Distillery is situated in a ‘striking hilltop location visible from Rothes’; (2) 8 ‘high-necked’ 
pot stills which produces a light, elegant spirit. The ‘nearly horizontal’ Lyne arms at the top of the stills where the 
vapors are funneled is a detail that probably gives a final tweak to the particularity of Auchroisk’s whisky; (3) 
Home of J&B Rare Blended Scotch.
Management Team:  
Site Operations Manager:  Paul Hooper   -   Distiller:  James R. Logan
Distillery Manager:  Mike Jappy   -     Operations Manager:  Graeme Burns    -   CEO:  Ivan Menezes
Legal Name of Distillery:   Auchroisk Distillery Ltd.
Owner (Parent):   Diageo Scotland Ltd. (Diageo plc, since 1997)
Distiller Licensee:   Ruchill & Ross Ltd.
USA Importer:   Diageo North America, Inc.   
Elevation:   289m MSL (948 feet above mean sea level)
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Whisky #2   GLENROTHES Single Malt / 8-Year / 43% ABV / IB: Gordon & MacPhail (MacPhail Collection) / Brand 
Owner: Berry Bros & Rudd / Dist Owner: Edrington Group Ltd. (Robertson Trust) / Speyside (Rothes)

TASTING NOTES by Gordon & McPhail:
Age:  8-years.  
Malt Spec: 2-3 ppm (lightly peated).   
Casks:  Toasted Sherry hogsheads & 
charred Bourbon barrels (refill). 
Style:  A pleasant all-rounder. 
 
EYE:  Golden with delicate body. 
WITHOUT WATER: 
NOSE: Fruity with hints of green apples 
and gooseberries. Some malty, cereal 
notes - traces of fresh coconut.  
PALATE:  Sweet with floral and fruit 
flavours. Some dark chocolate and nutty 
notes also present. 
WITH WATER:  
NOSE:  Dried tobacco w/ subtle 
fruitiness, boiled sweets. Sweet malty 
notes.  
PALATE: A little smokiness with dry grass 
& floral notes. Drying.  
FINISH: Short & clean.

Glenrothes Distillery
Burnside Street, Rothes, Aberlour, Moray AB38 7AA
SCOTLAND  

Pronunciation:   'glen-ROTH-es'   -   SWA Whisky Map Location:  #74
Translation:   'Fortress in a hilly river valley' (uncertain meaning)   
Slogan:   "Maturity matters, not age"
Region (District):   Speyside (Rothes) 
Neighbors:   Glen Grant, Macallan, Glen Spey and Caperdonich (closed)
Established:   1879
Founder:   Founded by James Stuart (a corn factor and proprietor of the Mills of Rothes) who was 
the tenant of the Macallan distillery.  As a result of Stuart’s construction financing problems, it was 
decided to split up the partnership with Stuart taking over The Macallan and Wm Grant & Co. (aka 
Highland Distilleries Co. Ltd.), consisting of Stuart’s former partners: William Grant (a banker/not 
the famous distiller) and Robert Dick (an agent of Caledonian Bank) and John Cruikshank (a 
solicitor) who finished the build-out of Glenrothes and became its owner/operator.  
Date of First Distillation: The first spirit flowed from the stills on December 28, 1879, the day of 
“the Tay Bridge disaster” when the original Tay Rail Bridge over the Firth of Forth collapsed while a 
train was passing over it, killing all 75 aboard.  It was caused by an error in calculating wind loading 
and the subsequent torquing of the bridge structure beyond its design limits.
Status:   Active/Producing 
Location: Located beside Rothes Burn in the whisky region of Speyside and Rothes district. 
House Style:   Sweet, and often a complex experience with spice, fruit and perfume.
Water Source:  Ardcanny Spring, piped to the distillery (production); Dounie Burn (cooling).  
Barley:   Chariot (early season) & Optic (late season)
Malt Source:  Tamdhu Distillery Maltings 
Malt Spec (Phenols):   2-3 ppm (Very lightly peated)
Gristmill:   1 Porteus Malt Mill   
Mashing Equipment:   1 s/s semi-Lauter tun (4.92-ton) + 1 old Porteus traditional (back-up)
Washbacks:   18 washbacks @ 25,500-L each (10 Oregon pine + 8 S/S)
Yeast:   Distillers Yeast
Fermentation:   55-hours 
10 Pot Stills:  5 Wash @ 12,900-L, 5 Spirit @ 15,000-L
Casks:  Single malt comprised largely of Sherry casks (25% are first fill) and some Bourbon (refills).
Warehouse:   16 on-site WH's (12 dunnage and 4 racked) 
Capacity:   5.6-Mlpa per year
Current Output:   4.1-Mlpa (2019)   
Visitor Center / Tours:   No   
OBs:   Special Reserve & Several Vintages
Blending Role:   2% Single Malt, 98% Blends
Blend Partner:  Cutty Sark (GR is its home and key malt); The Famous Grouse.
Parent-Owned Distilleries: Glenrothes (production), Glenturret, Highland Park, Macallan & North 
British Grain Distillery (50-50% joint venture Edrington Group and Diageo PLC; 1993)
Management: 
Distillery Manager:  Alasdair Anderson  -  Managing Director:  Ronnie Cox (Glenrothes)
CEO:   Scott McCroskie   -   Chair:   Crawford Gillies
Legal Name of Distillery:   Glenrothes Distillers Ltd.
Owner (Parent):  The 1887 Company Ltd. (Edrington Group Ltd., since 2004)
Distiller Licensee:   The Edrington Group Ltd.
USA Importer:   Edrington Americas, since 2014 (replaced Rémy Cointreau USA, Inc.)
GA Distributor:   Empire Distributing Inc.
Elevation:   72m MSL (236 feet above sea level)  
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Whisky #3    GLENALLACHIE Single Malt / 14-Year / 46% ABV / NCF / IB: Gordon & MacPhail / Dist Owner: The 
GlenAllachie Consortium (Billy Walker, Trisha Savage & Graham Stevenson) / Speyside (Central)

Tasting Notes by Gordon & MacPhail:
Casks:   Bourbon & Sherry (Refills)  
Malt Spec:   0-ppm  (Unpeated)
Style:   An aromatic all-rounder

EYE:  Straw and of light viscosity.

WITHOUT WATER:  
NOSE: Dry grass, roasted malt and a 
delicate sweetness. Some fragrant, 
spicy aromas begin to develop.  
PALATE: Peppery with charred oak. A 
little honey sweetness with fragrant, 
floral aromas also present.

WITH WATER:  3 Drops
NOSE: More floral aromas present of 
parma violets. Hints of burnt sugar 
and treacle toffees.  
PALATE: Spicy, malty flavours with 
perfumed notes intertwined.

FINISH:  Lingering and fragrant with 
notes of perfume.

Comment:  A delightful expression of 
the seldom seen GlenAllachie, which 

was formerly Chivas’ Spey-side 

workhorse (it now belongs to Billy 
Walker et al) and in the top-30 in 
terms of malt volume production.  
GlenAllachie is too good to be missed!

GlenAllachie Distillery 
Aberlour, Moray AB38 9LR
SCOTLAND 

Pronunciation:   ‘Glen-al-ACK-ee’   -   SWA Whisky Map Location:  #63
Translation:  Gleann Aleachaidh meaning ‘glen (river valley) at the rocky place’ 
Region (District):   Speyside (Central)  
Neighbors:   Aberlour, Benrinnes, Dailuaine, Macallan
Established:   1967   
Date of First Distillation:   February 14, 1968
Founder:   Charles Mackinlay, managing director of Mackinlay-McPherson, Ltd. (a subsidiary of Scottish & 
Newcastle Breweries Ltd.), founded the distillery in 1967.  It was purpose-built to provide fillings for the 
Mackinlay blend, then a UK top-5 seller.  Construction was completed and operations commenced in 1968.  
Status:   Active/Producing 
Location:  Glenallachie is located in a part of Speyside that's especially rich in distilleries: Banffshire.  It’s just 
south of Aberlour distillery and at the foot of Ben Rinnes.  
House Style: Delicate apéritif but complex; a subtle and floral example of a Speysider.  Many industry folks 
believe that GlenAllachie is highly underrated and deserves increased SM allocation.
Water Source: Process: Smae Spring which is fed by 2 burns (Blackstank Burn and Hensheads Burn) far up 
on the northeast face of Ben Rinnes and prior to both flowing into the Burn of Aberlour. Cooling: A 
collection reservoir beside the distillery. Its warm waste water is 'membrane bioreactor' treated, cooled in a 
man-made retention pond and subsequently safely released into the Lour Burn.   
Barley:   Various; mainly Propino, Optic, Oxbridge and Concerto.
Malt Spec (Phenols):   0-ppm (Unpeated)
Gristmill:   1 Porteus Malt Mill (4-roller)
Mashing Equipment:   1 s/s semi-Lauter tun (9.4-ton)
8 Washbacks: 6 mild-steel (s/s lined) WBs @ 60,000-L + 2 Douglas fir WBs (from Caperdonich).
Fermentation:   48-hours
Yeast:   Kerry Cream distillers yeast
4 Pot Stills:   2 Wash @ 36,369-L capacity (charged @ 21,500-L), 2 Spirit @ 23,911-L (charged @ 15,000-L).
Condensers:   Are positioned horizontally rather than in the standard vertical orientation.
Casks:   Mostly Bourbon Hogsheads (some first-fill); some Oloroso sherry butts (refill).
Warehouse:   14 WH’s on-site (12 racked + 2 palletized)
Vatting & Bottling:  TBA; possibly Newbridge Bottling Plant (which Walker sold to B-F in 2016)
Capacity:   4.0-Mlpa per year
Current Output:   700,000-Lpa (2019) including 100,000-Lpa @ 80-ppm.
Tours/Visitor Center/Tasting Room:  No
OBs:  Core: 10, 12, 18 & 25.  Its first SM was not released until 2005 (15-yr Cask Edition Series). The Distillery 
Edition (NSA) was launched in 2017 exclusively for the UK market.  
Blending Role:   20% Single Malt; 80% Blends
Blend Partner:  Internal: MacNair’s and White Heather - External: Clan Campbell, House of Lords, 100 
Pipers, Legendary and Chivas Regal
Sister Distillery:   N/A (under Chivas Brothers, it had been Aberlour Distillery)
Parent-Owned Distillers:  None
Former Names:   ‘Ruthrie Distillery’
Notations: (1) GlenAllachie, formerly the home of Clan Campbell blended scotch whisky, is now the spiritual 
home of two blended scotch whiskies:  White Heather and MacNair’s. (2) GlenAllachie’s first ever SM 
bottling was a 12 in the 1980s which was followed by a 15 in 2005 and then The Distillery Edition was 
bottled by Chivas/Pernod in January 2017.  First release by the Billy Walker ownership was in June 30, 2018. 
Management Team:  Master Distiller:   Billy Walker, Managing Director
Directors:   Graham Stevenson & Trisha Savage
Legal Name of Distillery:   The GlenAllachie Distillers Company Limited
Owner (Parent):  Billy Walker, Graham Stevenson & Trisha Savage (who succeeded Chivas Brothers Ltd. 
(Pernod Ricard S.A.) in February 2017)
USA Importer:   Pernod Ricard USA, Inc. & Pernod Ricard USA, LLC
Elevation:   143m MSL (469 feet above mean sea level)



MASC - Single Malt Tasting & Heavy Bites - 10/29/20 (Thursday @ 7PM) - Landmark Diner (BH) - $45 

Page 4 of 6

Whisky #4   BALMENACH Single Malt / 1993 Vintage (16-Yr) / 46% ABV / NCF / IB: Gordon & MacPhail (Connoisseurs 
Choice) / Dist Owner: Inver House Distillers (International Beverage/Thai Beverage) / Speyside (Livet)

G&M Official Tasting Notes:
Cask: Sherry HH (toasted 
American white oak; refill). 
Style: An easy drinking all-
rounder. 
Malt Spec: 0-ppm (unpeated) 

EYE:  Pale Golden; Light to 
medium bodied. 
Without Water NOSE: Hints 
of freshly cut grass, with a 
delicate herbal and aniseed 
edge.  
PALATE: Initially sweet, with 
a mixed fruits edge, hints of 
black pepper with a defined 
burst of milk chocolate. 
With Water NOSE:  Fresh 
with a pronounced malty 
and charred oak edge, some 
dried hay and subtle estery 
aromas. 
PALATE:  Fruity with a hint of 
Brazil nuts, followed by a 
burst of Sherry sweetness. 
Smooth, creamy chocolate.  
FINISH:  Suave and buttery.

Balmenach Distillery 
Cromdale, Grantown-on-Spey, Moray PH26 3PF
SCOTLAND 

Pronunciation:   'Bal-men-ach (just as it looks)   -   SWA Whisky Map Location:  #51 
Translation:   'The middle farm'   -   Slogan:   Unknown
Region (District):   Speyside (Livet) 
Neighbors:   Tormore, Cragganmore, Glenlivet, Tomintoul
Established:  1824. Balmenach was in the first wave of distilleries to register after The Malt Act of 1823 (aka The Licensing Act) 
which made legal distilling economically viable.
Founder:   James McGregor who was also the operator of Balminoch Distillery.
Status:   Active/Producing
Location:  Situated a mile inland from the village of Cromdale, Balmenach is nestled at the bottom of the Haughs of Cromdale in 
the Spey Valley, along the A95, the main route into Speyside from the middle of Scotland, just beyond Grantown-on-Spey. The 
railway was important to the distillery and featured its longest private siding. It was in these hills on the last day of April 1690 
that an army of Jacobite soldiers were ambushed by dragoon guards. As the Jacobite forces were ambushed during their sleep 
“many were slain and the remaining fled nearly naked; this defeat effectively ended the Jacobite (House of Stuart) uprising in the 
highlands.”
House Style:   Balmenach is one of Speyside’s most traditional distilleries and makes what could be classed as an ‘old-style’ 
whisky which is often sherried, with a spicy, honey character.  All of it single malt output is matured on site.
Water Source:   Cromdale Burn from the Hills of Cromdale (process); Aultchuirn Burn (cooling).
Barley:   Mainly Concerto, Concerto/Chronicle blend
Malt Spec (Phenols):   0-ppm (unpeated) 
Gristmill:   1 Porteus Mill (4-roller)
Mashtun:  1 stainless steel  semi-Lauter mashtun (with copper dome) @ 8.0-ton; 7 hour mashing cycle.
6 Washbacks:  Douglas fir washbacks @ 39,500-L capacity (yielding 34,000-L of wort)
Yeast:  Lallemand N379 cream distillers yeast
Fermentation:   54 hours
6 Pot Stills:  3 Wash @ 11,638-L (charged @ 11,333-L), 3 Spirit @ 12,000-L (charged @ 11,500-L) 
Intermediate Spirit Receiver & Charger:   Cast iron
Condenser:   6 steel worm tubs (external) 
Casks:   Sherry & Bourbon hogshead casks; mainly refill  
Warehouse:   3 dunnage WH's (14,000 cask capacity)
Vatting & Bottling:   IHD’s centralized bottling hall in Airdrie, North Lanarkshire, Scotland
Capacity:   2.8-Mlpa per year   -   Current Output:   1.9-Mlpa (2019) 
Visitor Center/Tours:   No (whisky area is not open to public); Tours of Caorunn Gin area have been available since April 2016.
OB's:   No regular bottlings are produced. The previous owner has been releasing a 10 or 12-yr Balmenach as part as their Fauna 
& Flora collection. Under the new ownership, the Balmenach 25-yr for the Queen's Golden Jubilee (2002 release) has been the 
only official bottling.
Blending Role:   0% Single Malt, 100% Blends (70%: In-house; 30% to other external blenders)
Blend Partner:   InverHouse blends (Crabbie's, Hankey Bannister and MacArthur's), Peter Dawson & Johnnie Walker.
Parent-Owned Distilleries (5):   Balblair, Balmenach, Knockdhu, Pulteney & Speyburn.
Parent-Owned Blends:  Blairmhor BM, Catto's, Hankey Bannister, InverHouse Green Plaid & MacArthur's.
Former Names:  “Balminoch Distillery”, “Cromdale Distillery” and “Balmenach-Glenlivet”.  
Notations:   (1) Balmenach has also produced gin since 2009. Balmenach is home to 'Caorunn Gin' which is handcrafted in small 
batches and infused with six traditional and five Celtic botanicals ('Caorunn' is Gaelic for Rowan Berry which is the key botanical in 
the mix).  (2) Mothballed from 1993 to 1998. (3) Balmenach is Inver House Distillers’ second largest distillery. (4) The 
fermentation is long, the stills relatively small and run quickly, and the vapor runs into worm tubs, rather than shell and tube 
condensers. The new distillate travels slowly through 85-metres of copper tube coils in large tubs of cold water (“worm tubs”) 
before it is transferred to the spirit vat. This helps to produce a slow-maturing new make character which is rich and meaty, ideal 
for adding weight and grunt to blends and a good match for ex-Sherry casks. A small percentage of spirit is used for on-site filling 
of casks to then be matured in oak casks for many years until the spirit is deemed at its best for bottling. 
It is important to note that its 1997 purchase transaction (23-years ago) with Diageo did not include any of Balmenach’s existing 
whisky inventories.  As a result, only young Balmenach fillings are currently available. Further exasperating its short supply is that 
its make – whose style is unusual these days – is highly-prized as fillings for blends, both by InverHouse and others. That said, 
Inver House currently has no plans to release this highly distinctive whisky as a single malt.  (5) In the past, Balmenach was a 
contributor to Johnnie Walker blends. (6)  In 2014, £1 million was spent to renovate Balmenach Distillery. (7) When it is finally 
released as an official bottling, InverHouse executives will wonder at its strong acceptance by consumers… it is excellent whisky!!! 
Management Team:   
Distillery Manager:   Kevin MacPherson (since 2014)   -   Managing Director:   Martin Leonard (since 2017)
Legal Name of Distillery:   Inver House Distillers Ltd.
Owner (Parent):  International Beverage Holdings Ltd./Thai Beverages Plc aka ThaiBev), since 2006.
USA Importer:  Luctor International LLC dba 375 Park Avenue Spirits (owned by The Sazerac Company, Inc.)
Elevation:   228m MSL (748 feet above mean sea level)
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 Whisky #5    INCHGOWER Single Malt / 13-Year / 46% ABV / NCF / IB: Gordon & MacPhail (Connoisseurs Choice) 
/ Dist Owner: Diageo Scotland Ltd. (Diageo plc) / Speyside (Central)

Tasting Notes - Gordon & MacPhail:
Malt Spec:  0-ppm (Unpeated) 
Cask:  Sherry HH (refill) of toasted 
American white oak; 250L/66-USG. 
Style:  Light and fruity Speysider
EYE:  Dark Gold; medium-bodied
WITHOUT WATER 
Nose: Subtle Sherry influences with 
red apple and lemon aromas. 
Becomes sweet with a lingering 
menthol edge. 
Palate: Sweet with a delicate 
spiciness. Vanilla, green apple and 
pear flavors combine with a smooth 
milk chocolate edge and hints of 
charred oak,
WITH WATER 
NOSE: Stewed apple, orange and 
lime aromas initially. These combine 
with underlying menthol and 
eucalyptus notes.  PALATE:  Cracked 
black pepper with cooked green 
apple and pear flavors. Influences of 
charred oak, milk chocolate and 
hazelnut combine and linger.  
FINISH:  Medium and sweet.

Inchgower Distillery
Buckie, Banffshire AB56 5AB
SCOTLAND 

Pronunciation:   ‘INSJ-gauwer’  -   SWA Whisky Map Location:  #78
Translation:   ‘Isle of goats’ 
Slogan:   “Malt for the discerning drinker” (labels bear distillery’s symbol of an Oyster Catcher) 
Region (District):    Speyside (Central)
Neighbors:   Glenglassaugh & Macduff (which labels it single malt as “Glen Deveron”)
Established:  1871 
Founder:  Alexander Wilson, of Alexander Wilson & Co Ltd., who was the nephew of the founder of the Tochineal 
Distillery, John Wilson. Inchgower was built to replace Tochineal after it was closed (not due to shortage of water… 
but because the landlord of the Tonicheal site had announced his intention to double the rent).  Equipment from 
Tonicheal was installed at Inchgower.  The new distillery was considered to be a model fitted up with the latest 
machinery and vessels."
Status:  Active/Producing
Location:   The Inchgower Distillery is situated on the coast of the Moray Firth (inlet of the North Sea), near the 
mouth of the River Spey and by the fishing port of Buckie and the village of Cullen.  It’s NE of majority of Speyside 
distilleries and west of Banff and Glenglassaugh.  
House Style:  Stylistically, Inchgower evokes little of the elegant, fragrant Speyside character, it is rather more like a 
coastal malt.  The single malt displays a salty, assertive flavor uncharacteristic of the region. The body is smooth, 
sweet and malty and the finish dry, delivering the final saltiness.  
Water Source:   Letter Burn via Minduff Spring and Aultmore Spring in Minduff Hills just south of Buckie (process); 
Burn of Buckie (cooling).
Barley:   Optic & Chalice (from Diageo Maltings @ Burghead, 20-miles away)
Malt Spec (Phenols):   0-ppm (Unpeated).   -   Gristmill:   1 Porteus Malt Mill   
Mashing Equipment:   1 cast iron (lined in s/s) semi-Lauter tun (8.2-ton)  
Washbacks:   6 Oregon pine washbacks @ 40,500L  -  Fermentation:  50-53 hours
4 Pot Stills:  2 Wash @ 13,640L (charged at 12,500L), 2 Spirit @ 8,185L (charged at 7,236L).
Middle Cut:  From 70% to 55% ABV
Casks:   ex-Bourbon (mostly) & ex-Sherry (some); refill
Warehouse:   9 on-site WHs (5 Dunnage and 4 Racked; 60,000 casks) comprised largely of whisky from other Diageo 
distilleries; most Inchgower new make spirit is tankered for off-site filling and maturation. 99% of its make will be 
ultimately directed to the blenders.
Vatting & Bottling:  New make is largely tankered for off-site maturation.   
Capacity:   3.2-Mlpa per year   -   Current Output:   2.0-Mlpa (2019)   
Tours & Visitor Center:  No (Only if you are able to schedule an appointment thru Diageo corporate in London)  
OBs:  Inchgower, the key malt in Bell’s blended scotch whisky (#1 in the UK and #8 in the world), is periodically 
bottled as 14-year Flora and Fauna SM, but available from independents. 
Blending Role:   1% Single Malt, 99% Blends (60% for Diageo blends & 40% external blenders).
Blend Partner:  Bell’s, Johnnie Walker & White Horse blends.
Parent-Owned Distilleries (28):  Auchroisk, Benrinnes, Blair Athol, Caol Ila, Cardhu, Clynelish, Cragganmore, 
Dailuaine, Dalwhinnie, Dufftown, Glen Elgin, Glen Ord, Glen Spey, Glendullan, Glenkinchie, Glenlossie, Inchgower, 
Knockando, Lagavulin, Linkwood, Mannochmore, Mortlach, Oban, Roseisle, Royal Lochnagar, Strathmill, Talisker, 
and Teaninich.
Parent-Owned Blends):  Bell’s, Black & White, Buchanan’s, Bulloch Lade, Chequers, Crawford’s, Dimple (Pinch), Haig, 
J&B, Johnnie Walker, McCallum’s, Old Parr, Sanderson’s, Spey Royal, VAT 69, White Horse, and Windsor Premier.   
Former Names:   ‘Tochineal Distillery’
Notations:  (1) IG was closed 12-months for updating in 2006-2007. An automated 'closed yeast pitching system' 
was installed to automatically add yeast to the washbacks, thus providing more whisky styles. 
MANAGEMENT TEAM:
Distillery Manager:  Stephen Woodcock
Director - Whisky Outreach:   Nicholas Morgan, Ph.D.
Diageo Master Blender:  Matthew Crow, Ph.D. 
Chairman: Peter Lederer (Diageo Scotland Ltd.)
Legal Name of Distillery:   Inchgower Distillers Ltd. 
Owner (Parent):   UDV (Diageo plc, since 2004)
Distiller Licensee:   Arthur Bell & Sons Ltd.  
USA Importer:   Diageo North America, Inc.
Elevation:   31m MSL (102 feet above mean sea level) 
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Whisky #6   LAGAVULIN Single Malt / 12-Year / ‘2018 Special Release’ / CS 57.8% ABV / NCF / OB / Dist Owner: 
Diageo Scotland Ltd. (Diageo plc) / Islay (Kildalton/South Shore)

Lagavulin 12-yr (2018 Special Release) 
The Diageo Special Releases series 
again welcomed back the Lagavulin 12 
for 2018. This is the 15th incarnation 
of the Islay single malt, which has only 
missed the 2002 first edition.  
Malt Spec (Phenols):  34-38 ppm
Casks: Refill American oak hogsheads
Alcoholic Strength:  57.8% ABV

Tasting Notes - Master of Malt:
NOSE: A classic Lagavulin; smoldering 
barbeque smoke, oodles of citrus 
peels, raspberry and peach. It's quite 
green, with a freshly cut grass vibe in 
there too. Then there's a wet wood 
aroma to keep it interesting.
PALATE: Bonfire embers give way to 
hay, orange peel, toffee apples and 
salted caramel. Burned marshmallows, 
dark chocolate and cigar smoke, too.
FINISH: Drying with bitter orange and 
wood smoke.
OVERALL: A deliciously smoky yet 
multi-dimensional whisky. We like it.  
A lot.

Lagavulin Distillery 
Port Ellen, Islay (Kildalton) PA42 7DZ
SCOTLAND 

Pronunciation:   ‘la-ga-VOO-lin’   -   SWA Whisky Map Location:  #7
Translation:   ‘The hollow by the mill’
Slogan:   “The Prince of Islay” & “The definitive Islay malt”
Region (District):   Islay (South Shore aka Kildalton)
Location:   Location:   Situated in a small bay near the South coast of Islay (‘Kildalton’), Lagavulin stands near 
the ruins of Dunyvaig Castle. Located on 6-arces at the head of the Bay.
Established:   1816   -   Neighbors:   Ardbeg, Laphroaig, Port Ellen
Founder:   John Johnston, local farmer and distiller, founded the first legal distillery, within view of Dunyvaig 
Castle, once the stronghold of the Lords of the Isles. A year later Archibald Campbell founded a second, 
which seems later to have traded under the name Ardmore. After Johnston's death the two were united, 
when Glasgow-based Islay malt merchant Alexander Graham, to whom Johnston had been in debt, acquired 
Lagavulin for the princely sum of £1,103. Graham improved the buildings and his successors, James Logan 
Mackie & Co., carried on the business successfully. As a result, Lagavulin went from strength to strength. 
Owner Peter Mackie became famous throughout the whisky world as the creator of the famous blend, 
White Horse. A man driven by the Victorian work ethic and nicknamed Restless Peter by his staff, he was 
continually planning new ventures, including Malt Mill distillery (1908-1960) built next to Lagavulin.   
Status:   Active/Producing 
Location:   Situated in a small bay near the South coast of Islay (‘Kildalton’), Lagavulin stands near the ruins 
of Dunyveg Castle.  It’s located on 6-arces at the head of Kildalton Bay.
House Style:  Many refer to Lagavulin as ‘the driest of the Islay malts’ with a smokiness akin to Lapsang 
Souchong tea. Jim Murray remarked, “It’s not a malt you simply sip; it devours you. Dry smokiness with 
complexity through the phenols.”
Water Sources:   Lochan Sholum   
Heat Source:   Steam from its central boiler   
Malt Spec (Phenols):  34-38 ppm (from Port Ellen Maltings)   
Barley:   Optic
Malt mill:   1 Porteus Mill (4-roller)
Mashing Equipment:   1 s/s full-Lauter mashtun (4.32-ton)
10 Washbacks:   10 New England larch @ 24,000L (charged @ 21,300L); wash @ ~ 8.9% ABV.
Fermentation:   55-75 hours   -   Yeast:  Mauri and Quest creamed yeast on a 1:1 ratio.   
4 Pot Stills:  2 Wash @ 12,300L (charged @ 10,500L), 2 Spirit @ 12,900L (charged @ 11,500L); 9-10 hour 
spirit still runs. Indirectly fired. Shell-and-tube condensers.  Middle-Cut:  72%-59% ABV (one of the widest)
Spirit Cut (Middle):   72% to 59% ABV; lower cut captures the heavier phenols for a bold peatiness. 
Casks: 99.5% Bourbon HH (3rd fill); 0.5% Sherry Butts (3rd fill)  -  Cask Entry:  63.5% ABV
Warehouse: 13 small Islay dunnage WH hold only 16,000 casks; 3 on-site, 9 at PE, and 1 at Caol Ila. Most of 
the new make is transported in bulk to Blackgrange for cask entry/maturation.
Vatting & Bottling: Non-Islay stock @ Diageo’s Blackgrange Bottling Plant (Alloa) on mainland.
Capacity:  2.53-Mlpa per year  -  Current Output:  2.53-Mlpa (2019); working 24/7 for 51-wks  
Visitor Center:  Yes (the buildings are those of the former ‘Malt Mill’ distillery) 
OBs: 8, 16, DE & 12CS
Blending Role: 90% Single Malt, 10% Blends   -   Blends:  White Horse & Logan 
Parent-Owned Distilleries (28):  Auchroisk, Benrinnes, Blair Athol, Caol Ila, Cardhu, Clynelish, Cragganmore, 
Dailuaine, Dalwhinnie, Dufftown, Glen Elgin, Glen Ord, Glen Spey, Glendullan, Glenkinchie, Glenlossie, 
Inchgower, Knockando, Lagavulin, Linkwood, Lochnagar, Mannochmore, Mortlach, Oban, Roseisle, 
Strathmill, Talisker and Teaninich.  
Parent-Owned Blends (Partial):  Bell’s, Black & White, Buchanan’s, Bulloch Lade, Chequers, Dimple (Pinch), 
Haig, J & B, Johnnie Walker, McCallum’s, Old Parr, Sanderson’s, Spey Royal, VAT 69, White Horse, and 
Windsor Premier.  
Sister Distillery:  Caol Ila (Lag and CI are used in many Diageo blends)
Distillery Manager:  Colin Gordon  
Legal Name of Distillery:   White Horse Distillers Ltd.
Owner (Parent): Diageo Scotland Ltd. (Diageo plc) 
Distiller Licensee: United Malt & Grain Distillers 
USA Importer: Diageo North America, Inc. 
GA Distributor: Republic National Distributing Co. (RNDC)
Elevation:  6m MSL (20 feet above mean sea level)


